CHAPTER H
THE  CAIX  OF  THE  SEA
I MUST have been very young when I was first sent to school. Molfetta maintained a public kindergarten, to which well-ordered families pent their children. The kindergarten was held in a (very old building, once a monastery, which had been taken over by the government for school purposes. [This was the only school building in the city and it housed all the school children from the kindergarten up through the elementary grades, as well as some of the "ginnasio" classes. I recall vividly the long dark halls and the endless lines of children seated on each side of long rows of tables, and playing with toys. I remember the tediousness of sitting day in and day out by one of those tables, and I can think of no particular contribution which kindergarten instruction made to my life. As I grew older I was sent to the elementary school, to which attendance Is compulsory throughout Italy.
As I have already indicated, it was grandmother's plan, in which my father concurred, that I should prepare myself for a profession and thus follow in the footsteps of my grandfather. To that end,
[33]ring the year,
